
Zacchaeus ran ahead and climbed a !g tree to see Jesus, who 
was coming that way. 

5 When Jesus came to the tree, he looked up and said, 
“Zacchaeus, come down! I must stay at your house today.” 

6 Zacchaeus came down and was glad to welcome Jesus 
into his home. 7 But the people who saw this began to express 
disapproval. ey said, “He went to be the guest of a sinner.” 

8 ‹Later, at dinner,› Zacchaeus stood up and said to the 
Lord, “Lord, I’ll give half of my property to the poor. I’ll pay 
four times as much as I owe to those I have cheated in 
any way.” 

9 en Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “You and your family have 
been saved today. You’ve shown that you, too, are one of 
Abraham’s descendants. 10 Indeed, the Son of Man has come to 
seek and to save people who are lost.”
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Prayer of the Day
Make us, Lord, to be willing students of Your Word. Teach us 

Your ways that we may teach them to others; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and rules with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen
Acts 15:1–21  (GW)

1 Some men came from Judea and started to teach believers 
that people can’t be saved unless they are circumcised as Moses’ 
Teachings require. 2 Paul and Barnabas had a !erce dispute with 
these men. So Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were 
sent to Jerusalem to see the apostles and spiritual leaders about 
this claim. 

3 e church sent Paul and Barnabas ‹to Jerusalem›. As they 
were going through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told the whole 
story of how Non-jewish people were turning to God. is story 
brought great joy to all the believers. 

4 e church in Jerusalem, the apostles, and the spiritual 
leaders welcomed Paul and Barnabas when they arrived. Paul and 
Barnabas reported everything that God had done through them. 
5 But some believers from the party of the Pharisees stood up and 
said, “People who are not Jewish must be circumcised and 
ordered to follow Moses’ Teachings.” 

6 e apostles and spiritual leaders met to consider this 
statement.  7 Aer a lot of debating, Peter stood up and said to 
them, “Brothers, you know what happened some time ago. God 
chose me so that people who aren’t Jewish could hear the Good 
News and believe. 8 God, who knows everyone’s thoughts, 
showed that he approved of people who aren’t Jewish by giving 
them the Holy Spirit as he gave the Holy Spirit to us. 9 God 
doesn’t discriminate between Jewish and Non-jewish people. He 
has cleansed Non-jewish people through faith as he has cleansed 
us Jews. 10 So why are you testing God? You’re putting a burden 



on the disciples, a burden neither our ancestors nor we can 
carry.  11 We certainly believe that the Lord Jesus saves us the 
same way that he saves them—through his kindness.”

12 e whole crowd was silent. ey listened to Barnabas and 
Paul tell about all the miracles and amazing things that God had 
done through them among Non-jewish people. 

13 Aer they !nished speaking, James responded, “Brothers, 
listen to me. 14 Simon has explained how God !rst showed his 
concern by taking from Non-jewish people those who would 
honor his name. 15 is agrees with what the prophets said. 
Scripture says, 
16   ‘Aerwards, I will return.
    I will set up David’s fallen tent again.
    I will restore its ruined places again.
    I will set it up again
17     so that the survivors and all the people 
        who aren’t Jewish
      over whom my name is spoken,
       may search for the Lord, declares the Lord. 
18   He is the one who will do these things 
    that have always been known!’ 

19 “So I’ve decided that we shouldn’t trouble Non-jewish 
people who are turning to God. 20 Instead, we should write a 
letter telling them to keep away from things polluted by false 
gods, from sexual sins, from eating the meat of strangled 
animals, and from eating bloody meat. 21 Aer all, Moses’ words 
have been spread to every city for generations. His teachings are 
read in synagogues on every day of worship.”
L: is is the Word of the Lord.
C: anks be to God.

INTROIT: Psalm 32:1–5 (GW)
L: Blessed is the person whose disobedience is forgiven

 and whose sin is pardoned. 
C: Blessed is the person whom the LORD no longer accuses of sin 

and who has no deceitful thoughts.

L: When I kept silent ˻about my sins˼,
my bones began to weaken because of my groaning all day long. 

C: Day and night your hand laid heavily on me.
My strength shriveled in the summer heat.

L: I made my sins known to you, and I did not cover up my guilt.
C: I decided to confess them to you, O LORD.
All: en you forgave all my sins.. 

Ephesians 2:1–10  (GW)
1 You were once dead because of your failures and sins.  2 You 

followed the ways of this present world and its spiritual ruler. 
is ruler continues to work in people who refuse to obey God.  
3 All of us once lived among these people, and followed the 
desires of our corrupt nature. We did what our corrupt desires 
and thoughts wanted us to do. So, because of our nature, we 
deserved God’s anger just like everyone else. 

4 But God is rich in mercy because of his great love for us. 
5 We were dead because of our failures, but he made us alive 
together with Christ. (It is God’s kindness that saved you.) 6 God 
has brought us back to life together with Christ Jesus and has 
given us a position in heaven with him. 7 He did this through 
Christ Jesus out of his generosity to us in order to show his 
extremely rich kindness in the world to come. 
8 God saved you through faith as an act of kindness. You had 
nothing to do with it. Being saved is a gi from God. 9 It’s not the 
result of anything you’ve done, so no one can brag about it. 
10 God has made us what we are. He has created us in Christ 
Jesus to live lives !lled with good works that he has prepared for 
us to do.  
L: is is the Word of the Lord.
C: anks be to God.

Luke 19:1–10 (GW)
1  Jesus was passing through Jericho. 2 A man named 

Zacchaeus was there. He was the director of tax collectors, and he 
was rich. 3 He tried to see who Jesus was. But Zacchaeus was a 
small man, and he couldn’t see Jesus because of the crowd. 4 So 


